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On Dec. 18 Tupac Amaru rebels reportedly set off explosives or smoke bombs causing moderate
damage at a Goodyear factory, IBM warehouse and at least four other buildings linked to the
US in Lima. According to the Peruvian media, three persons were injured, but the police did not
immediately confirm the reports. The blasts reportedly occurred at various locations in Lima within
a one-hour period on the evening of Dec. 18.
The Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement reportedly left pamphlets or its initials at the blast sites.
Lima's Radioprogramas radio station said police arrested at least 20 suspects after the bombing of
the IBM building. An incendiary bomb went off at the US-Peruvian Cultural Institute in downtown
Lima, and explosions also damaged a warehouse of the US Agency for International Development
(USAID), a second US cultural institute and the residence of a Christian group that works with
Amazon jungle tribes the Summer Institute of Linguistics. As of Dec. 21 Lima police had detained at
least 40 persons suspected of participating in the bombings.
Meanwhile, reports from Ayacucho, a departmental capital 375 km. southeast of Lima, indicated that
several electricity towers had been bombed, causing blackouts in that city and in Huanta, 50 km. to
the north. Police in the area told reporters that in La Mar department, northeast of Ayacucho, where
Sendero Luminoso guerrillas have been active, the bodies of three peasants had been found. Police
sources said the three were apparently executed by the guerrillas.
On Dec. 17 the NUEVO DIARIO daily newspaper (Lima) published an announcement by the Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) and the Revolutionary Left Movement (MIR). The two
guerrilla organizations have reportedly agreed to merge. Both rebel groups tend to concentrate their
efforts in urban areas, where attacks are focused on US targets, and organizing efforts are dedicated
to labor conflicts. They have also been known to temporarily occupy radio stations or jam television
transmissions with the aim of disseminating propaganda.
Tupac Amaru surfaced in mid-1984 and is linked to both Colombia's M-19 rebels and the Alfaro
Vive insurgents of Ecuador. It is not believed to be associated with Peru's most well-known rebel
group, Sendero Luminoso ("Shining Path"). Earlier this year, Tupac Amaru claimed responsibility
for a series of bombings against buildings linked to the United States, including Kodak, Diners Club
and ITT. These bombings were motivated, said the rebels, by their rejection of US "imperialist"
influence in Peru. The Maoist rebel group Sendero Luminoso made its debut in May 1980. The
capital city has been under a state of emergency since Feb. 7, result of urban rebel violence. (Various
reports, PRENSA LATINA, AP, UPI)
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